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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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1. This action is responsive to the application filed on August 28, 2001. Claims 1-21 
are pending. Claims 1-21 represent method and apparatus directed toward customer 
premises equipment autoconfiguration. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by 
the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 
371 (c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

3. Claims 1 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Wang 
et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,636,505. 

Wang teaches the invention as claimed including a automatically provisioning 
broadband communication equipment (se abstract). 

As to claim 1 1 , Wang teaches customer premises equipment comprising: 

A modem chipset configured to send and receive packets (see figs. 1-8; col. 5-7); 
an asynchronous transfer mode segmentation and reassembly module coupled to the 
modem chipset (see fig. 13); a memory coupled to the asynchronous transfer mode 
segmentation and reassembly module, the memory configured to store a plurality of 
sets of configuration values for the customer premises equipment (see col. 6-8); and a 
processor coupled to the memory capable of executing program instructions, the 
memory including a search module configured to determine which of the plurality of sets 
of configuration values if any is a correct set off configuration values for establishing 
communications between the customer premises equipment and the network access 
device (see col. 8-14). 

As to claim 12, Wang teaches the system of claim 1 1 above, wherein the 
configuration values include VPI and VCI values (see col. 8-14). 

As to claim 13, Wang teaches the system of claim 1 1 above, wherein the 
configuration values include ATM encapsulation types (see col. 8-14). 
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As to claim 14, Wang teaches the system of claim 1 1 above wherein the plurality 
of sets of configuration values is a subset of all possible configuration values (see col. 
8-10). 

As to claim 15, Wang teaches the system of claim 1 1 above wherein the plurality 
of sets of configuration values include configuration values commonly used to establish 
communications with broadband network access device (see col. 5-8). 

As to claim 16, Wang teaches the system of claim 1 1 above, wherein the 
customer premises equipment is a broadband modem (see col. 8-1 1 ). 

As to claim 17, Wang teaches the system of claim 16 above, wherein the 
broadband modem is a DSL modem (see col. 5-8). 

As to claim 18, Wang teaches the system of claim 1 1 above, wherein the plurality 
of sets of configuration values is stored into the memory at the time of manufacture iof 
the customer premises equipment (see col. 8-14). 

As to claim 19, Wang teaches the system of claim 1 1 above, wherein the search 
module is configured to select one of the plurality of sets of configuration values and 
create a discover packet that the modem chipset transmits to a network access device 
(see col. 8-14). 

As to claim 20, Wang teaches the system of claim 1 1 above, wherein the search 
module is configured to create a discover packet for each of the plurality of sets of 
configuration values, and the modem chipset is configured to transmit each of the 
discover packets to the network access device (see col. 7-12). 

4. Claims 1-10, and 21 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The prior art of record fails to teach either singly or in combination the claimed 
limitation of "transmitting a discover packet including a first set of configuration values 
and waiting for a predetermined time period to transmit a second discover packet 
including a different set of configuration values if an acknowledgment response iss not 
received during the predetermined time period" as in claims 1-10, and 21. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Saleh Najjar whose telephone number is (703) 
308-7613. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 6:30 to 3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne, can be reached on (703) 308-7562. The fax phone number for 
this Group is (703) 308-9052. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-9600. The central official fax number for the group is (703) 872-9306. 




Saleh Najjar 

Primary Examiner / Art Unit 2157 



